Transmittal History for Revisions to Portuguese Major
CCI Approved Minutes excerpt 1-16-09 
Portuguese Major Revision (Guests:Scott Schwenter, Richard Gordon)

A. Intro to changes (Schwenter and Gordon): 

1. Two main reasons for proposal: expansion of program with more faculty – now 6 core faculty compared to 2 a few years ago; With expansion of faculty, number of students in major and minor has increased due to individualized instruction which provides continuation at 103-104 level for entrance into major. 

2. Also, partially because of the significant increase in Spanish majors who then choose to major and/or minor in Portuguese, enrollments in the Portuguese major and minor have increased by approximately 300% making it the largest major of its kind in the CIC.  The proposed changes to the major reflect additional resources which precipitated need and ability to make Portuguese major more parallel to Spanish major. Similarities now include

a. an orientation session (advanced grammar and intro to study of Port bottom p. 2) similar to Spanish. 

b. Advanced Lang and Ling and Advanced Lit are now able to be divided due to greater faculty coverage to create topical division similar to Spanish (top p. 3) 

c. Electives, including option for Study Abroad; Over the past several years, a Winter-quarter elementary program in Brazil has been very successful and has resulted in several majors and minors. Program is also trying to launch advanced summer program which has met with success thus far.

3. Portuguese 611 is now included in advanced Lang and Ling section of the proposal. It was moved from “orientation” section because there was an imbalance created by the presence of this higher-level course in orientation section without parallel advanced Literature course. 

4. Proposal also contains a four-year plan (bottom p.4) The program often has students entering from 501-2 (Portuguese for Spanish students) but students also enter from 101-102 level, so two different 4-year plans have been developed to reflect both levels of students. On page 5, Junior and Senior year plans merge into the same program. Port 101 assumes no prior knowledge of Portuguese.

B. Q: Are course requests included with proposal? No, courses listed have been approved for a few years and no new course requests are included at this time, although department would like to propose some new GEC courses in the future.

Letter from Jay Hobgood, former chair of subcommittee B stands as motion to approve. 2nd Shanda

Unanimously Approved 


CCI Subcommittee B, 6-6-08 approved minutes excerpt
APROVED WITH CONTINGENCIES 

1. Portuguese Major revision

a. Majors requirements: 

(1) 103 and 104 are also offered. Looks like the majors are not required to take 103 and 104, but rather 501 and 502 – please clarify.

(2) Conflict of pre-reqs: the sample plan does not work because of 502’s pre-req for 502 (should submit a course change for 502 to change the pre-req to 102 or 501 and delete “not open to 101 and 102”)— should change to “101, 102, then 501 and 502” or something similar. 

Make sure there is no conflict between the sample plan courses.

b. Sample 4-yr Plan:

(1) The credit hours of the 4 yr sample plan is confusing.

(2) State clearly which courses are required, which are optional. Take out the hours that do not count— identify that the 401, 450, 611 are required for all students; identify [101 and 102] or [501 and 502] do not count toward the major.

(3) The 4 yr plan should match the requirements in the proposal.

(4) At the end of the sample 4 yr plan, make a list of:

Total hours of major

Total hours of GEC

Total hours of free electives

c. course work discussion: 50 credit hours beyond 101 and 102; 501 and 502 are pre-major courses

d. The proposal is very strong, just needs clarification of the 4 year plan, 101, 102, 501, 502. and “Electives”—only 10 would apply to the major. Clarify and fix the inconsistency btw the p.3 and p.6
e. The GEC requirement does not meet the required number of 108 in this proposal.

f. General discussion for Sub B: Do language majors need to still fulfill the 2nd language GEC requirement? Can students do their GEC language requirement within the major?  Does it begin to count after 104 or 102?

Humanities College Curriculum Committee 5-30-08

Approved Minutes excerpt:

1. Revision to Portuguese Major 

a. P.5 in proposed major program includes sample proposal includes Portuguese 101 and 102.  This is not in Spanish proposal.  Assumption that Portuguese is not taught in high school.  Can the sample student study plans be made consistent between the two proposals as they will likely be considered at the same time?

b. No immersion requirement, but that makes sense based on availability.

c. No introductory course for reading strategies as in Spanish – suggestion to consider possible similar expansion if faculty expansion allows

d. Are there many double majors in Spanish and Portuguese? Please mention in proposal

e. Major seems very different from structure of Spanish major.  Is there a reason for this? If the point is that Portuguese is as meaningful as Spanish and are housed in same unit, to have different and lighter requirements seems puzzling, especially since part of rationale for increasing Spanish major is increased rigor. Is the situation similar between French and Italian?  Suggestion to add further clarification in final proposal.

